From: Ss. Mary and Michael Orthodox Parish info@orthodoxclearfield.org &
Subject: Announcements 11/23 — 11/29/2025 ( )
Date: November 22, 2025 at 16:33
To: Ss. Mary and Michael Orthodox Parish announcements@orthodoxclearfield.org

Ss. Mary
and Michael
Orthodox Parish

St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church, Irvona
Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church, Madera
orthodoxclearfield.org « (814) 862-8694 « info@orthodoxclearfield.org

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Twenty-Fifth Week of Pentecost — Tone 7
Sunday, November 23 — Saturday, November 29, 2025

daily_Scripture readings

Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be
no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

— The First Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul
to the Corinthians (1:10, NKJV)

1. UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Rt. Blv. Great Prince Alexander Nevsky

Afterfeast of the Entry into the Temple download musical texts
Saturday, November 22

» Great Vespers, 6:00pm @ Irvona
» Confessions, following

Sunday, November 23

« Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Irvona
e Divine Liturgy, 9:30am

¢ Lenten Potluck and the Parish Annual Meeting, following

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST download musical texts
Holy and All-praised Apostle Andrew the First-called
Saturday, November 29

« Great Vespers, 6:00pm @ Madera
» Confessions, following

Sunday, November 30

« Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Madera
e Divine Liturgy, 9:30am
e Choir Rehearsal, 11:15am

e Coffee Hour, following (x, sponsor)
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2. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING THIS SUNDAY - The 2025 Annual Meeting of Nativity of the Theotokos (St. Mary’s) and
St. Michael the Archangel will take place concurrently this Sunday, November 23, immediately following the Divine Liturgy
at St. Michael’s Hall. If you haven'’t yet done so, please take a few minutes to look through the 2025 Annual Report. It
includes each church’s financial statements, proposed budgets, the reciprocal resolutions, and the slate of officers
nominated by each council. Each Church Council has set a quorum requirement of one-third of its voting membership. If
you are eighteen or older and fulfilled your annual offering of confession and communion in our parish during Lent and
Pascha, you are likely eligible to vote. Please plan to stay for the meeting so we can conduct business with full
participation.

3. JOIN US TODAY FOR A LENTEN POTLUCK - To share a Lenten meal together in conjunction with our Annual
Meeting, a potluck lunch will be held in St. Michael’s Hall this Sunday following the 9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy in Irvona. After
the food is blessed and everyone has served themselves, the Annual Meeting for St. Michael’'s and Nativity of the
Theotokos Churches will begin. If you haven’t already, please sign up in advance so we can ensure a good variety of
Lenten dishes. Both visitors and parishioners are cordially invited to enjoy the meal and stay for the meeting; both events
are open to all.

4. GIVING TO OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED - Ss. Mary and Michael's Annual Advent Drive begins last weekend at both
Churches. This year, each Church Council has chosen to support the West Branch Area Food Bank, which served more
than 1,400 families this past year and is requesting assistance while state funding is delayed. Throughout the Nativity Fast
we are collecting boxed mashed potatoes, boxed stuffing mix, noodles, and canned gravy; donations may be placed in the
designated bins at either Church. Monetary gifts are also welcome and may be made out to either Church with the memo
"Advent Drive 2025." Collections will continue through the Feast of the Nativity.

5. CLEARFIELD COUNTY CAROLERS NEEDED - At our joint Councils’ meeting in February, one of the ideas that
emerged was to begin forming an informal Clearfield County Orthodox choir that could gather for fellowship, minister to
those in need, and offer music at Lenten “Mission” services or other outreach events. As a first step toward this vision,
Choir Director Ray Mandell is gathering volunteers from across the Moshannon Valley and greater Clearfield County this
Nativity season to carol for shut-ins and for residents in nursing homes, not only from our own parish but from other
Orthodox parishes in the county. If you are interested in joining this ministry of comfort and presence, please contact Ray at
choir@orthodoxclearfield.org.

6. ICONOGRAPHY PROJECT BEGINS - Last week, the Madera Council officially announced the beginning of an
iconography project that will adorn the north and south walls of the nave at Nativity of the Theotokos (St. Mary’s) Church,
Madera. Two new hand-painted icons by renowned iconographer Dmitry Shkolnik are being commissioned: one of St.
Michael the Archangel (cost $3,000) and one of the All Saints of North America, including the newly canonized St. Olga
of Alaska (cost $7,000). The icon of St. Michael carries special significance: it honors the memory of Michael Eugene
Sidorick (+April 7, 2025) and, as Fr. Alexander reflects in his Rector’s Report, stands as a visible expression of the unity
long shared between our two Churches.

Pledges totaling $8,835 are being sought; the remaining $1,165 will be provided by the St. Mary’s Memorial Fund.
The project landing_page and pledge form are now available at orthodoxclearfield.org, where you can also view the
preliminary sketches and placement mockups. Work on each icon will only begin once an icon is fully pledged.

7. MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR ST. NICHOLAS - Join us in celebrating the Feast of St. Nicholas the weekend of
December 5-7. Parishioners are invited to worship with our Dean, Fr. Mark Meholick, in DuBois on Friday, December 5,
and Saturday, December 6, at his parish, which is dedicated to this Wonderworking Saint of Myra in Lycia. Most
importantly, for the children of Ss. Mary and Michael’s, we will host a special Children’s Workshop and Party before
Great Vespers on the afternoon of December 6, making candles and receiving gifts from St. Nicholas.

For those not attending the workshop, the Archdiocese is also hosting weekend retreats on prayer and the wonderworking
icon of St. Anna in Weirton on Saturday, December 6, and in Canonsburg on Sunday, December 7, respectively. Both
retreats will be led by Fr. Sergius, Abbot of St. Tikhon’s Monastery. More details and times will be shared in the weeks to
follow.

8. STAY CONNECTED - If you or someone you know would like to meet with Fr. Alexander, you can call or text the parish
number at (814) 862-8694 or use the online form on the parish website, orthodoxclearfield.org. Appointments are available
throughout the week, tailored to your schedule and needs. If iliness prevents you from attending church, please inform
Father so he can add you to the prayer list and arrange to bring the healing Sacraments to you if needed. In case of an
emergency after hours, repeated phone calls will automatically bypass silent mode and connect you directly to Father.

Your Stewardship

Stewardship
Date Location Offering® Year-To-Date
Nov. 16, 2025 Madera $1,749 $39,081
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$2,000 $52,000
weekly annually

Budgeted Goals:

November Milestones

“ Birthdays: Sdn. Matthew Yarnell (November 9), Riley Gabriel Stodart (November 18), James Sawyer (November 23),
Michael Sidorick (November 23), Grace-Elisabeth Brelo (November 26), and Michael Thomas (November 28).

Each month we will list the special days of parishioners in this section of the bulletin. Forgive any errors or omissions as this is still a work in progress.
Please make sure we don’t miss your special day by emailing your information to info@orthodoxclearfield.org or checking your record here.

Weekly Prayer List
Departed: Richard, Eleana, Ron, David

Living: Patriarch Theophilos III and the Clergy and Faithful of Palestine, Metropolitan Onufriy and the Clergy and
Faithful of Ukraine, Archbishop Alexei and the Clergy and Faithful of Western Alaska, Igumen David, Deacon Christopher,
Matushka Faith, Katherine, Rick, Patricia, Riley Gabriel, David, Kyra, Ignatius, Tina, Jennifer, Asher, Zachariah, Elizabeth,
Amy, Mary, Jon, Wanda, Ethan, Isaiah, Monte, Thekla, Alexandra, Juliana, Francis, Agnes, Emma and the children Luke
and Gabriel newly born of her, Nino and the Child Josephine born of her, Katherine and the Child Anne born of her,
Meredith and the Child Elizabeth born of her, Virginia, Marilyn, Andrei, Mark, Marion, Paul, Michael, Breea, Paul, Theresa,
Matthew, Jack, Ignatius, Tina, Catechumen John, Catechumen Letitia, Catechumen Camryn

To have you or your loved one(s) added to the parish's 40-day commemoration lists, please use the black (departed) and red (living) slips located in the
Narthex of each Church, or contact Fr. Alexander directly. Persons are kept on the list for forty (40) days unless otherwise requested.

November Calendar
Click here to download the print version of the November 2025 Calendar.

* to receive Holy Communion on a weeknight, begin your absolute fast (i.e., no food or drink) by noon, unless directed otherwise by your spiritual father.

1 Includes the Sunday offering on that date and all online donations made at orthodoxclearfield.org/give/ during the preceding 14 days. Contributions to
other funds (e.g., Building, Memorial, Charity, Candles) are excluded.

This e-mailing list is intended for occasional messages regarding parish services, events, and announcements of the united community of St. Michael
Orthodox Church, 163 Hemlock Street in Irvona, PA (all events labeled “Irvona” are held here) and Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church, 151
Alexander Street, in Madera, PA (all events labeled “Madera” are held here). If you would rather not receive these messages, simply reply to this e-mail
with "unsubscribe" in the subject.
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