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St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church, Irvona
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orthodoxclearfield.org « (814) 862-8694 « info@orthodoxclearfield.org

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Twenty-Third Week of Pentecost — Tone 5
Sunday, November 9 — Saturday, November 15, 2025

daily Scripture readings

1. UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

SYNAXIS OF THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL AND THE OTHER BODILESS POWERS: Archangels Gabriel,
Raphael, Uriel, Selaphiel, Jegudiel, and Barachiel (observed) download musical texts
Saturday, November 8

« Great Vespers with Litya for the Archangel Michael, 6:00pm @ Irvona
« Confessions, following

Sunday, November 9

e Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Irvona
e Divine Liturgy, 9:30am

« Festal Patronal Potluck Dinner, following

Wednesday, November 12

e Confessions, 5:00pm @ Madera
e Daily Vespers, 6:00pm
e Catechesis/Study Group, following

Saturday, November 15

Nativity Fast Begins. With a spiritual father’s guidance, faithful strive to refrain from meat and dairy (all days) and
from fish (most Mondays through Fridays, and Dec. 20-24) through December 24, unless directed otherwise.
Fasting is an invitation, not an obligation.

download musical texts

Saturday, November 15

o Great Vespers, 6:00pm @ Madera
« Confessions, following

Sunday, November 16

e Third and Sixth Houirs. 9:10am FST @ Madera
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e Divine Liturgy, 9:30am EST
e Choir Rehearsal, 11:15am EST

e Coffee Hour, following (Olivia S., and Bridgett S., sponsors)

ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS INTO THE TEMPLE download musical texts
Thursday, November 20

« Vesperal Divine Liturgy,* 6:00pm @ Madera
« Potluck and Catechesis/Study Group, following

2. PATRONAL FEAST THIS WEEKEND - Tonight, Saturday, November 8, at 6:00 p.m., we will begin the celebration of
our patronal feast in Irvona with Great Vespers and Litya. A festal potluck will follow the Divine Liturgy sung in honor of
the Archangel Michael on Sunday, November 9, at St. Michael’s Hall, also in Irvona. To help coordinate our offerings, a
sign-up sheet was distributed electronically by email earlier this week; it is not too late to sign up. As we did in Madera this
past September, the patronal feast is our annual occasion to honor the saint chosen as the church’s protector. Please
make every effort to join us in reverence of St. Michael the Archangel and the synaxis (that is, the "coming together") of all
the bodiless powers: Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel, Selaphiel, Jegudiel, and Barachiel. S’prazdnikom! Joyous Feast!

3. STEWARDS OF THE OCA SUNDAY - Please support the work of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA) by becoming
a Steward of the OCA. Your contributions directly fund OCA ministries and departments that provide essential resources
such as downloadable liturgical music, clergy support, mission planting grants, church school curriculum, and the “Thriving
in Ministry” program for clergy. New projects are planned for 2026. With the blessing of His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon,
a special collection will be taken following the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, November 9, during the veneration of the Cross.
To participate, you may place your check or cash in the collection basket held by an altar server. Donations can also be
made through the OCA website. Thank you for your consideration!

4. NATIVITY FAST BEGINS THIS WEEK - On Saturday, November 15, the Nativity Fast (Apostle Philip’s Fast) begins.
With the exception of Thanksgiving, the Church invites the faithful to refrain from meat and dairy products until the Feast of
the Nativity of Christ on December 25. Fish is permitted on feast days (such as St. Nicholas and St. Herman) and on
weekends, except during the final week before Christmas. The fasting guidelines on the November Parish Calendar (see
link below) are offered to assist you, but fasting should never be undertaken in isolation, and always with the guidance of a
spiritual father. May God grant you good strength for the fast ahead.

5. PREPARING FOR THE NATIVITY — The Nativity Fast is not only a season of abstaining from certain foods but a time of
repentance, prayer, and almsgiving as we prepare our hearts for the birth of Christ. Along with fasting, the Church calls us
to confession and renewed attention to those in need. Those who regularly partake of the Eucharist are especially
encouraged to confess during this fast. Confessions are heard on Saturday evenings, Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. before
Daily Vespers (except November 19, 26, and December 3, see note below), and by appointment. To support your spiritual
preparation, St. Vladimir’s Seminary is once again offering daily reflections and scriptural readings by email from
November 15 through December 25 to help us prepare for the Nativity of Christ. You may sign up to receive them using_
this link.

6. IRVONA AND MADERA COUNCIL MEMBERS will meet briefly following the Divine Liturgy to select a beneficiary for
the 2025 Advent Drive and to finalize a slate of officers and trustees to present for election at the 2025 Annual Meeting. If
you have suggestions for the Advent Drive or are interested in serving in either capacity, please speak with Father Alex or
your respective Council President (Jacob Mandell or Greg_Sidorick).

7. YOUR GENEROSITY — Thank you for your faithful generosity in recent drives. Together, our parish raised $354 for OCF
College Student Sunday, $500 for the Back to School Drive (with $250 each going to the PTA of Glendale and
Moshannon Valley Elementary Schools), and an amazing $1,145 for the Diocese of Alaska/Western Alaska Flooding
Relief. The check for the Alaska relief effort will be sent this week as soon as the funds have settled. Your support makes a
real difference in the lives of those in need. Glory to Jesus Christ!

8. ANNUAL REPORT 2025 — The 2025 Annual Report for St. Michael the Archangel Church in Irvona and Nativity of the
Theotokos Church in Madera is being finalized and will be sent separately this week. It includes each church’s financial
report, budget, and the reciprocal resolutions to be presented at the Parish Annual Meeting, tentatively scheduled for
Sunday, November 23. As in previous years, each Church Council has set a quorum of one-third of its voting
membership to conduct business. Parishioners over 18 who have made their annual confession and received Holy
Communion during Lent and Pascha at Ss. Mary and Michael’s are ordinarily eligible to vote. You may confirm your
membership status with Father or your respective Council Secretary, Mark Mandell (Irvona) or Viad Sidorick (Madera).

9. CATECHESIS SCHEDULE CHANGE - Due to scheduling conflicts, the Wednesday, December 3, combination of Daily
Vespers followed by Catechesis/Adult Study Group has been postponed. Instead, the class will meet following the Vesperal
Divine Liturgy for the Entrance of the Theotokos on Thursday, November 20. This session is particularly fitting, as we will
be reading sections of The Life of Christ pertaining to the Mystery of the Eucharist. There will be an informal Lenten
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potluck following the Vesperal Divine Liturgy, and anyone who wishes may join in the discussion.

10. MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR ST. NICHOLAS - Join us in celebrating the Feast of St. Nicholas the weekend of
December 5-7. Parishioners are invited to worship with our Dean, Fr. Mark Meholick, in DuBois on Friday, December 5,
and Saturday, December 6, at his parish, which is dedicated to this Wonderworking Saint of Myra in Lycia. Most
importantly, for the children of Ss. Mary and Michael’s, we will host a special Children’s Workshop and Party before
Great Vespers on the afternoon of December 6, making candles and receiving gifts from St. Nicholas. For those without
families, the Archdiocese is also hosting weekend retreats on prayer and the wonderworking icon of St. Anna in Weirton on
Saturday, December 6, and in Canonsburg on Sunday, December 7, respectfully. Both retreats will be led by Fr. Sergius,
Abbot of St. Tikhon’s Monastery. More details and times will be shared in the weeks to follow.

11. THANKSGIVING IN SONG - It's now time to give thanks! You are cordially invited to attend Gratitude, a concert by
the Orpheus Singers under the direction of our own Jacob Mandell, featuring choral works by Johann Sebastian Bach,
Moira Smiley, Stephen Paulus, and others. Fellow parishioner Katya Mandell joins for her first performance with the
ensemble. The concert will take place this Sunday, November 9, at 4:00 p.m. at State College Presbyterian Church.
Tickets are $12 and may be purchased online.

12. STAY CONNECTED - If you or someone you know would like to meet with Fr. Alexander, you can call or text the parish
number at (814) 862-8694 or use the online form on the parish website, orthodoxclearfield.org. Appointments are available
throughout the week, tailored to your schedule and needs. If iliness prevents you from attending church, please inform
Father so he can add you to the prayer list and arrange to bring the healing Sacraments to you if needed. In case of an
emergency after hours, repeated phone calls will automatically bypass silent mode and connect you directly to Father.

Your Stewardship
Stewardship
Date Location Offering® Year-To-Date
Nov. 2, 2025 Madera $3,439 $37,490
Oct. 26, 2025 Irvona $1,476 $37,398
Budgeted Goals: $2,000 $52,000
weekly annually

November Milestones

“i Birthdays: Sdn. Matthew Yarnell (November 9), Riley Gabriel Stodart (November 18), James Sawyer (November 23),
Michael Sidorick (November 23), Grace-Elisabeth Brelo (November 26), and Michael Thomas (November 28).

Each month we will list the special days of parishioners in this section of the bulletin. Forgive any errors or omissions as this is still a work in progress.
Please make sure we don’t miss your special day by emailing your information to info@orthodoxclearfield.org or checking your record here.

Weekly Prayer List

Departed: Eleana

Living: Patriarch Theophilos III and the Clergy and Faithful of Palestine, Metropolitan Onufriy and the Clergy and
Faithful of Ukraine, Archbishop Alexei and the Clergy and Faithful of Western Alaska, Igumen David, Archimandrite John-
Jacob, Deacon Christopher, Matushka Faith, David, Zachariah, Jennifer, Elizabeth, Amy, Mary, Jon, Mary Ann, Cameron,
Emiliya, Katherine, Wanda, Ethan, Isaiah, Monte, David, Thekla, Emma and the children she bears, Alexandra, Juliana,
Francis, Agnes, Paul, Maksim, Nino and the Child Josephine newly born of her, Katherine and the Child Anne newly born
of her, Meredith and the Child Elizabeth newly born of her, Virginia, Marilyn, Andrei, Mark, Marion, Paul, Michael, Breea,
Paul, Theresa, Matthew, Jack, Catechumen John, Catechumen Letitia, Catechumen Camryn

To have you or your loved one(s) added to the parish's 40-day commemoration lists, please use the black (departed) and red (living) slips located in the
Narthex of each Church, or contact Fr. Alexander directly. Persons are kept on the list for forty (40) days unless otherwise requested.
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Novemper calenaar
Click here to download the print version of the November 2025 Calendar.

* to receive Holy Communion on a weeknight, begin your absolute fast (i.e., no food or drink) by noon, unless directed otherwise by your spiritual father.

1 Includes the Sunday offering on that date and all online donations made at orthodoxclearfield.org/give/ during the preceding 14 days. Contributions to
other funds (e.g., Building, Memorial, Charity, Candles) are excluded.

This e-mailing list is intended for occasional messages regarding parish services, events, and announcements of the united community of St. Michael
Orthodox Church, 163 Hemlock Street in Irvona, PA (all events labeled “Irvona” are held here) and Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church, 151
Alexander Street, in Madera, PA (all events labeled “Madera” are held here). If you would rather not receive these messages, simply reply to this e-mail
with "unsubscribe" in the subject.
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