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St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church, Irvona
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Twenty-First Week of Pentecost — Tone 3

Sunday, October 26 – Saturday, November 1, 2025
daily Scripture readings 

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who didst rebuke the winds and the sea and there was a great calm, look down in Thy mercy 
upon Western Alaska. Rescue the missing, guard the living, heal the wounded, strengthen those who labor in peril to save 
and to serve, and temper the elements for Thy people’s good. By the prayers of Thy Most Pure Mother and of our Father 

among the Saints Herman of Alaska, grant protection, consolation, and hope; for Thou art a merciful God and the Lover of 
mankind. Amen.

 — A Prayer for Western Alaska (from OrthoChristian.com)  

1. UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

Saturday, October 25

Fourth Annual First Responders’ Molieben and Luncheon, 10:00am @ Madera

___________________________________

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   download musical texts  
Holy, Glorious Demetrios the Myrrh-gusher of Thessaloniki
Righteous Mother Olga of Kwethluk, Wonderworker, Matushka of All Alaska (observed)
Saturday, October 25

Great Vespers, 6:00pm @ Irvona
Confessions, following

Sunday, October 26

Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Irvona
Divine Liturgy, 9:30am 
Joint Irvona and Madera Councils Meeting, ~11:15am

Coffee Hour, following (Mandells, sponsors)

___________________________________

Wednesday, October 29

Confessions, 5:00pm @ Madera
Daily Vespers, 6:00pm 
Catechesis/Study Group, following

Saturday, November 1
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Saturday, November 1

2025 Archdiocesan Assembly, 9:00am @ St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, Pittsburgh

___________________________________

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   download musical texts 
Saturday, November 1
(No Vespers or Confessions)

Sunday, November 2

Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Madera
Divine Liturgy, 9:30am 
Choir Rehearsal, 11:15am

Coffee Hour, following (Olivia S., and Bridgett S., sponsors)

2. FIRST RESPONDERS’ EVENT – Our parish is welcoming first responders from across the county this morning 
Saturday, October 25, at 10:00 a.m., for the Fourth Annual First Responders’ Prayer Service and Appreciation 
Luncheon. It will begin with a brief prayer service and include the intonation of “Memory Eternal” for Jeffrey Scott Buck, 
Jr., on the tenth anniversary of his repose in the line of duty, together with the names of fallen first responders submitted to 
us by our guests. Immediately afterward will be the blessing of emergency vehicles, followed by a catered luncheon. 
Thank you for your prayers and efforts in making this year’s gathering a blessing for all who serve.

3. RELIEF FOR ALASKANS – His Eminence Archbishop Alexei of Sitka and Alaska has called for prayers and aid for our 
Orthodox brothers and sisters in the Yukon-Kuskokwim region, where a recent storm has caused severe destruction and 
displacement. With winter approaching, the need is urgent. Servers will be collecting donations earmarked for the 
“Western Alaska Relief Fund” following the next three Divine Liturgies. Donations may also be made online at
 orthodoxclearfield.org/give. All contributions will be sent together as one gift from our parish community. Please keep 
those affected in your prayers.

4. CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATES – Both the Irvona and Madera Councils met last week to complete drafts of their 2026 
budgets. Following the Divine Liturgy this Sunday, October 26, the Councils will meet jointly to finalize their respective 
budgets and adopt reciprocal resolutions to guide our shared parish life over the coming year. These budgets and 
resolutions will then be presented to the Annual Parish Meeting for parishioner approval, which will be scheduled for 
Sunday, November 23, following the Divine Liturgy in Irvona.

Each Council has also certified its delegate to the Archdiocesan Assembly, to be held Saturday, November 1, at St. 
Alexander Nevsky Cathedral in Allison Park. Delegates are Jacob Mandell (Irvona), John Harris (Madera), and Fr. 
Alexander (clergy delegate for both churches). Mary Lanser will also attend as Madera’s observer. Please keep them and 
all participants in your prayers for safe travel and fruitful deliberations.

Finally, a reminder that all resolutions for the Annual Parish Meeting must be submitted in writing to your Council 
President before the joint meeting on Sunday. No resolutions may be offered from the floor at the Annual Meeting.

5. ARCHDIOCESAN ASSEMBLY – The annual assembly of the Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania will 
be held Saturday, November 1, at St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral in Allison Park. Convened each year on the first 
Saturday of November, the Assembly serves as the highest deliberative and legislative body of our Archdiocese, second 
only to the All-American Council of the Orthodox Church in America, which meets every three years. Because the 
Assembly generally continues into the afternoon, there will be no Great Vespers or Confessions on Saturday, 
November 1.

6. WEDNESDAYS AT MADERA – The second session of our catechesis and adult study group will meet this 
Wednesday, October 29, following Confessions and Daily Vespers (see schedule above). Sessions are self-contained, 
and no prior attendance or advance reading is required; all are welcome. This season, we are reading excerpts from The 
Life in Christ by St. Nicholas Cabasilas; handouts will be provided.

7. THANKSGIVING IN SONG – You are cordially invited to attend Gratitude, a concert by the Orpheus Singers under the 
direction of our own Jacob Mandell, featuring choral works by Johann Sebastian Bach, Moira Smiley, Stephen Paulus, 
and others. Fellow parishioner Katya Mandell joins the ensemble for her first time.
 The concert will take place on Sunday, November 9, at 4:00 p.m. at State College Presbyterian Church. Tickets are $12 
and may be purchased online.
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8. STAY CONNECTED – If you or someone you know would like to meet with Fr. Alexander, you can call or text the parish 
number at (814) 862-8694 or use the online form on the parish website, orthodoxclearfield.org. Appointments are available 
throughout the week, tailored to your schedule and needs. If illness prevents you from attending church, please inform 
Father so he can add you to the prayer list and arrange to bring the healing Sacraments to you if needed. In case of an 
emergency after hours, repeated phone calls will automatically bypass silent mode and connect you directly to Father.

______________________________________________

October Milestones

 Birthdays: Nicholas J. Sidorick (October 4), Jacob Mandell (October 5), John Kalenish (October 9), Luke Sidorick 
(October 13), Dimitri Sidorick (October 30), and Raymond Mandell (October 31).

 Anniversaries: Nicholas I. Sidorick & Maureen Gathagan (October 25).

Each month we will list the special days of parishioners in this section of the bulletin. Forgive any errors or omissions as this is still a work in progress. 
Please make sure we don’t miss your special day by emailing your information to info@orthodoxclearfield.org or checking your record here.

______________________________________________

Weekly Prayer List
Departed: Eleana, George, Dale

Living: Patriarch Theophilos III and the Clergy and Faithful of Palestine, Metropolitan Onufriy and the Clergy and 
Faithful of Ukraine, Archbishop Alexei and the Clergy and Faithful of Western Alaska, Igumen David, Archimandrite John-
Jacob, Deacon Christopher, Mary, Jon, Mary Ann, Cameron, Emiliya, Katherine, Janet, Jennifer, Wanda, Ethan, Isaiah, 
Monte, David, Thekla, Emma and the children she bears, Alexandra, Juliana, Francis, Agnes, Paul, Maksim, Nino and the 
Child Josephine newly born of her, Katherine and the Child Anne newly born of her, Meredith and the Child Elizabeth 
newly born of her, Virginia, Marilyn, Andrei, Mark, Marion, Paul, Michael, Breea, Paul, Theresa, Matthew, Jack, 
Catechumen John, Catechumen Letitia, Catechumen Camryn

To have you or your loved one(s) added to the parish's 40-day commemoration lists, please use the black (departed) and red (living) slips located in the 
Narthex of each Church, or contact Fr. Alexander directly. Persons are kept on the list for forty (40) days unless otherwise requested. 

______________________________________________

October Calendar
Click here to download the print version of the October 2025 Calendar.

______________________________________________

This e-mailing list is intended for occasional messages regarding parish services, events, and announcements of the united community of St. Michael 
Orthodox Church, 163 Hemlock Street in Irvona, PA (all events labeled “Irvona” are held here) and Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church, 151 
Alexander Street, in Madera, PA (all events labeled “Madera” are held here). If you would rather not receive these messages, simply reply to this e-mail 
with "unsubscribe" in the subject line.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://orthodoxclearfield.churchtrac.com/card/4&data=05%7C01%7C%7C1d22e05d3e05409432a408da8c77d8e5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637976743996238821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=10rbNJANt/sTniGKvUXLMwdeJXUcK1bVkCxCOcvJJJ0=&reserved=0
http://orthodoxclearfield.org/
mailto:info@orthodoxclearfield.org
https://orthodoxclearfield.churchtrac.com/give
mailto:fralex@orthodoxclearfield.org
https://orthodoxclearfield.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Irvona-Madera-October-2025.pdf



