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St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church, Irvona
Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church, Madera

orthodoxclearfield.org • (814) 862-8694 • info@orthodoxclearfield.org

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Twentieth Week of Pentecost — Tone 2

Sunday, October 19 – Saturday, October 25, 2025
daily Scripture readings 

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who didst rebuke the winds and the sea and there was a great calm, look down in Thy mercy 
upon Western Alaska. Rescue the missing, guard the living, heal the wounded, strengthen those who labor in peril to save 
and to serve, and temper the elements for Thy people’s good. By the prayers of Thy Most Pure Mother and of our Father 

among the Saints Herman of Alaska, grant protection, consolation, and hope; for Thou art a merciful God and the Lover of 
mankind. Amen.

 — A Prayer for Western Alaska (from OrthoChristian.com)  

1. UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   download musical texts 
Saturday, October 18
(No Vespers or Confessions)

Sunday, October 19

Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Madera
Divine Liturgy, 9:30am 
Choir Rehearsal, 11:15am

Coffee Hour, following (Maureen G. & Rachelle S., sponsors)

___________________________________

Tuesday, October 21

Madera Church Council 2026 Budget/Strategy Session, 6:00pm

Thursday, October 23

Irvona Church Council 2026 Budget/Strategy Session, 6:00pm

Saturday, October 25

Fourth Annual First Responders’ Molieben and Luncheon, 10:00am @ Madera

___________________________________

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   download musical texts  
Saturday, October 25
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Saturday, October 25

Great Vespers, 6:00pm @ Irvona
Confessions, following

Sunday, October 26

Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Irvona
Divine Liturgy, 9:30am 
Joint Irvona and Madera Councils Meeting, ~11:15am

Coffee Hour, following (Mandells, sponsors)

___________________________________

Wednesday, October 29

Confessions, 5:00pm @ Madera
Daily Vespers, 6:00pm 
Catechesis/Study Group, following

Saturday, November 1
(No Vespers or Confessions)

2025 Archdiocesan Assembly, 9:00am @ St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, Pittsburgh

2. NO VESPERS TONIGHT – There will be no Great Vespers this evening, October 18, as Father Alexander is 
representing the Archdiocese at the 2025 Fall Young Adult Retreat at Camp Nazareth. On a related note, glory to God for 
the strong attendance at Daily Vespers this past Wednesday! Our next opportunity for midweek services will be on
 October 29 and November 12, and then every Wednesday in December for the Prefeast of the Nativity of Christ. All are 
welcome to stay for the catechesis and study group that follows.

3. COUNCIL STRATEGY SESSIONS – Please keep in your prayers the members of both the Irvona and Madera Church 
Councils. Each Council is currently drafting its 2026 budget and reviewing potential funding for ongoing or new parish 
initiatives. Draft budgets will be reviewed at each church's fourth-quarter Council meeting (Madera on October 21 and
 Irvona on October 23, both at 6:00 p.m.) and then voted on at a joint session of both councils on Sunday, October 26, 
following the Divine Liturgy. Final budgets will be shared with the parish for approval at the parish assembly in November. 

4. ARCHDIOCESAN ASSEMBLY – The annual assembly of the Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania will 
be held on Saturday, November 1, at St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral in Allison Park. Convened each year on the first 
Saturday of November, the assembly serves as the highest deliberative and legislative body of our Archdiocese, 
second only to the All-American Council of the Orthodox Church in America, which meets every three years. Each Church 
will select one delegate and one alternate at its upcoming church council meeting (see earlier announcement). Those 
interested in attending as a delegate or observer should speak with their respective Council president: Jacob Mandell 
(Irvona) or Greg Sidorick (Madera). Participants may travel with fellow parishioners (see Father Alexander for pickup 
information) or make their own arrangements. The parish will reimburse mileage and meal expenses.

5. ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA ITEMS – At the joint meeting of both councils, following the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, 
October 26, officers will reconcile and mirror any resolutions that apply to our shared life as a parish community, and 
finalize the date and agenda of the Annual Parish Meeting. Parishioners wishing to propose a resolution should submit it
 in writing to their respective church council president: Jacob Mandell (Irvona) or Greg Sidorick (Madera). preferably
 before your church council meets next week to allow for proper review and inclusion in the Annual Report. Resolutions
 cannot be accepted from the floor at the Annual Parish Meeting.

6. FIRST RESPONDERS’ EVENT NEXT SATURDAY – Our parish will welcome first responders from across the county 
next Saturday, October 25, at 10:00 a.m., for the Fourth Annual First Responders’ Prayer Service and Appreciation 
Luncheon, featuring a brief prayer service, the blessing of vehicles, and a catered lunch. This year’s gathering will also 
honor Jeffrey Scott Buck, Jr. on the tenth anniversary of his falling asleep in the line of duty, together with all fallen first 
responders. There is still time to help. Please take an invitation from the back of the church to deliver to local stations, or 
sign up in the Narthex/St. Mary’s Hall to provide soda, water, or cookies. For more information, please contact  Fr. 
Alexander or Greg Sidorick.

7. RECLAIM THE TRADITION CONFERENCE – The Neighborhood Resilience Project in Pittsburgh are hosting a 
conference at Antiochian Village focused on how Orthodox Christians can reclaim our tradition of caring for the suffering 
and loving the brokenhearted through Eucharistic communities. Speakers include Fr. Paul Abernathy, Michael Sider-Rose, 
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and loving the brokenhearted through Eucharistic communities. Speakers include Fr. Paul Abernathy, Michael Sider-Rose, 
Drs. Joe and Sima Weaver, and others. The conference begins Wednesday, November 5, at 5:00 p.m. and concludes 
Friday, November 7, at noon. Registration is $180 for commuters (all meals included) or $280 per person, double 
occupancy for two nights’ lodging and all meals. The deadline to register is October 22.

8. CALLING ALL PENN STATE ALUMNI – Holy Trinity Church in State College and our Archdiocese are exploring a 
partnership with the national Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) to bring a full-time campus missionary to Penn State in 
2026. If funded, this missionary will help Orthodox students grow in faith, participate in parish life, and witness to the 
beauty of our Orthodox tradition on campus. The Penn State OCF Exploratory Committee is seeking updated information 
from Orthodox Penn State alumni. Alumni will receive updates about the OCF chapter and opportunities to support its 
growth and sustainability for years to come. If you are an Orthodox Penn State graduate, please share your contact 
information at: https://wkf.ms/4lp2UvT.

9. THANKSGIVING IN SONG – You are cordially invited to attend Gratitude, a concert by the Orpheus Singers under the 
direction of our own Jacob Mandell, featuring choral works by Johann Sebastian Bach, Moira Smiley, Stephen Paulus, 
and others. Fellow parishioner Katya Mandell is also among the performers as well. The concert will take place on
 Sunday, November 9, at 4:00 p.m. at State College Presbyterian Church. Tickets are $12 and may be purchased online.

10. STAY CONNECTED – If you or someone you know would like to meet with Fr. Alexander, you can call or text the parish 
number at (814) 862-8694 or use the online form on the parish website, orthodoxclearfield.org. Appointments are available 
throughout the week, tailored to your schedule and needs. If illness prevents you from attending church, please inform 
Father so he can add you to the prayer list and arrange to bring the healing Sacraments to you if needed. In case of an 
emergency after hours, repeated phone calls will automatically bypass silent mode and connect you directly to Father.

______________________________________________

October Milestones

 Birthdays: Nicholas J. Sidorick (October 4), Jacob Mandell (October 5), John Kalenish (October 9), Luke Sidorick 
(October 13), Dimitri Sidorick (October 30), and Raymond Mandell (October 31).

 Anniversaries: Nicholas I. Sidorick & Maureen Gathagan (October 25).

Each month we will list the special days of parishioners in this section of the bulletin. Forgive any errors or omissions as this is still a work in progress. 
Please make sure we don’t miss your special day by emailing your information to info@orthodoxclearfield.org or checking your record here.

______________________________________________

Weekly Prayer List
Departed: George, Dale

Living: Patriarch Theophilos III and the Clergy and People of Gaza, Metropolitan Onufriy and the Clergy and People of 
Ukraine, Archbishop Alexei and the Clergy and People of Western Alaska, Igumen David, Archimandrite John-Jacob,
 Deacon Christopher, Mary Ann, Cameron, Emiliya, Katherine, Janet, Jennifer, Elisabeth, Stan, Wanda, Ethan, Isaiah, 
Monte, David, Thekla, Emma and the children she bears, Alexandra, Juliana, Francis, Agnes, Paul, Maksim, Nino and the 
Child Josephine newly born of her, Katherine and the Child Anne newly born of her, Meredith and the Child Elizabeth 
newly born of her, Virginia, Marilyn, Andrei, Mark, Marion, Paul, Michael, Breea, Crista, Paul, Theresa, Matthew, 
Catechumen John, Catechumen Letitia, Catechumen Camryn

To have you or your loved one(s) added to the parish's 40-day commemoration lists, please use the black (departed) and red (living) slips located in the 
Narthex of each Church, or contact Fr. Alexander directly. Persons are kept on the list for forty (40) days unless otherwise requested. 

______________________________________________

October Calendar
Click here to download the print version of the October 2025 Calendar.

______________________________________________

This e-mailing list is intended for occasional messages regarding parish services, events, and announcements of the united community of St. Michael 
Orthodox Church, 163 Hemlock Street in Irvona, PA (all events labeled “Irvona” are held here) and Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church, 151 
Alexander Street, in Madera, PA (all events labeled “Madera” are held here). If you would rather not receive these messages, simply reply to this e-mail 
with "unsubscribe" in the subject line.
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