
St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church 
First Quarter 2025 Council Meeting 
Tuesday, January 28, 2025, 6:00 p.m. 

 
APPROVED MEETING MINUTES 

 
I. Opening Prayer: “O Heavenly King…” 

 
II. Establishment of Quorum — Yes 

Attending: Jacob M., Ray M., Crystal P., Paul B., Mark M., Fr. Alex 
 

III. Acceptance of Agenda — Motion by Ray M. to accept agenda, seconded by Paul B., all in 
favor. 

 
IV. Review/Approval of Past Meeting Minutes 

a. October 24, 2024; October 30, 2024; September 19, 2024. 
b. Motion by Jacob M. to accept minutes, seconded by Ray M., all in favor. 

 
V. Financial Report 

a. Account Balances 
i. Fr. Alex gave overview of account balances. 

ii. Liabilities % are not correct (Irvona). 
iii. $80,000 was moved from Joint Savings to Orthodox Capital Improvement, 

January 2025. 
 

VI. Old Business 
a. All-American Council XXI: July 14-18, 2025, Phoenix, AZ 

i. Jacob M. to go for Irvona. 
ii. Motion by Ray M. to nominate Jacob M. to represent Irvona at the All-

American Council, seconded by Crystal P., all in favor. 
b. Narthex Plans 

i. Still looking for architect. 
ii. Cross Construction (Clearfield) interested, as they do plans/construction. 

c. Parish Hall Project 
i. Focus on upgrading the sound system for video 

 
VII. New Business 

a. Liaison Position — Add to Joint Council Agenda. 
b. Northwest CD Expiration (3/9/25 – $50,000) — Consensus to take CD ($50,000) 

plus $20,000 from savings and put into new CD at CNB for 4% rate. 
c. Council Liaison Position 
d. Northwest CD Expiration—03/09/25 
e. Preparation for Joint Council Meeting in February / 2025 Strategic Planning—Fr. Alex 

to send out survey using Fr. Hopko’s Parish Community, Our Life in Christ as a guide. 



f. Lenten Parish Retreat — Tentative date: March 29, 2025. 
 

VIII. For the Good of the Order 
a. Ordering of meetings: discussion on non-council members interjecting on agenda items 

during meeting. 
b. Moving forward, all deliberations concerning personnel to be done in executive sessions. 
c. Prior to next meeting: announce non-council members/observers input will be solicited 

at end of meetings. Designate portion of agenda for this. 
 

IX. Next Meeting — Joint Councils’ Meeting: Sunday, February 16 
 

X. Closing Prayer: “It is Truly Meet…” 
a. Motion by Ray M. to adjourn, seconded by Paul B. 
b. Meeting closed with prayer. 

 
Secretary: Mark Mendell 
 


