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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Twelfth Week of Pentecost — Tone 2

Sunday, August 24 – Saturday, August 30, 2025
daily Scripture readings 

“This then let us also do, and let us weep for Herodias, and for those who imitate her. For many such revels now also 
take place, and though John be not slain, yet the members of Christ are, and in a far more grievous way. For it is not a 

head in a charger that the dancers of our time ask, but the souls of them that sit at the feast.”

 — St. John Chrysostom, Homily on the Beheading of St. John the Forerunner

1. UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST    download musical texts
Saturday, August 23

Great Vespers, 6:00pm @ Madera
Confessions, following

Sunday, August 24
College Student Sunday

Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Madera
Divine Liturgy, 9:30am 

Coffee Hour, following (Maureen G. & Rachelle S., sponsors) 

___________________________________

Friday, August 29
Beheading of St. John the Baptist
(Strict Fast Day)

___________________________________

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST    download musical texts
Saturday, August 30

Great Vespers, 6:00pm @ Irvona

Sunday, August 31

Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Irvona
Divine Liturgy, 9:30am 

Coffee Hour, following (Mandells, sponsors) 
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Coffee Hour, following (Mandells, sponsors) 

___________________________________

Monday, September 1
Church New Year (Indiction)

2. BLESSING OF STUDENTS – At the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy this Sunday, August 24, Father invites all 
school-age children (preschool and up) and teachers to come forward for special prayers and blessings as they 
begin the 2025–2026 academic year. May God bless their studies! 

3. COLLEGE STUDENT SUNDAY – This Sunday, August 24, has been designated by the Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America as College Student Sunday 2025. On this day, parishes across the 
country recognize their college students and take up a special collection in support of the Orthodox Christian Fellowship 
(OCF). Last year, the faithful of Ss. Mary and Michael Parish donated $326, a more than 50% increase from 2023. Your 
contributions help fund programs like First Forty Days, which connects Orthodox college students with a local Orthodox 
chaplain within their first six weeks on campus. Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting this vital 
ministry.

4. FIRST RESPONDERS DATE SET – Our parish will host first responders from across the county on Saturday, 
October 25 at 10:00 a.m. (note the earlier time) for the Fourth Annual First Responders’ Prayer Service and 
Appreciation Luncheon, featuring a brief prayer service, blessing of their vehicles, and a catered lunch in gratitude for 
their holy work. This year’s event will also include a memorial for Jeffrey Scott Buck, Jr., on the 10-year anniversary of 
his passing in the line of duty, and names are being sought for other first responders who have given their lives in 
service. Invitations and flyers will be sent out this week, with sign-ups available soon for volunteers to provide soda, 
water, cookies, or monetary support for the parish outreach fund, as well as to visit local fire and EMS companies to 
promote the event. Please pray for the success of this important outreach and contact Fr. Alexander if you would like to 
assist with planning or promotion.

5. SUPPORT MADERA UPGRADES – The next phase of improvements at the Madera church is underway. Split AC 
units are being installed in the altar and choir loft, and new exterior doors are scheduled for completion in September. 
Glory be to God for these blessings, which will be crowned later this year with the addition of running water for the 
sacristy. While these projects are part of the 2025 budget, your contributions of time and money above regular 
stewardship offerings are also reflected in the budget as income for Nativity of the Theotokos (St. Mary’s). Those who 
wish to join in the effort are encouraged to honor God by offering their support. Please see Father or Nick Sidorick to 
contribute.

6. DORMITION FAST ALMSGIVING – Thank you to all who have already contributed to our Dormition Fast almsgiving 
effort in support of underprivileged students in the Glendale Area and Moshannon Valley School Districts. Your 
generosity is a true blessing to our local community. Donations will continue to be received through August 31, with 
checks being sent to both elementary schools during the first week of September. If you would still like to participate, 
please place your gift in a specially marked envelope or note “Back-to-School Drive” on your check.

7. LEARN ABOUT THE GLORIFICATION OF ST. OLGA – St. John’s Orthodox Church in Canonsburg will host a 
presentation on the recently glorified St. Olga of Alaska on Tuesday, September 9. Matushka Mary Wusylko, who 
attended the glorification services in Kwethluk with her husband, Protodeacon Michael, will share photos and reflections 
from this blessed event. Vespers begins at 6:00 p.m., followed by light refreshments and the presentation at 7:00 p.m. 
The church is located at 601 Boone Ave., Canonsburg, PA. Matushka Olga, pray to God for us!

8. SUPPORT THE 2025 WALK FOR APRAXIA – You are invited to step up and walk alongside children with childhood 
apraxia of speech in the 2025 Walk for Apraxia, the largest awareness and fundraising event of its kind across the 
U.S. and Canada. Childhood apraxia of speech is a rare motor speech disorder that makes it difficult for children to plan 
and coordinate the movements needed for clear speech. This year, our parish is glad to share this opportunity in 
support of our very own Asher and his family. The walk celebrates the daily courage of children like Asher and supports 
vital programs: from therapy scholarships to educational resources and online outreach. It will be held on Saturday, 
September 7, at St. Mary’s Area High School (Dutch Country Stadium), 977 South St. Mary’s Street, in St. Mary’s, PA 
(15857). You can register (it’s free!), contribute, or join fellow parishioners in support. Every $50 raised earns a Walk t-
shirt, and teams that reach fundraising milestones are specially recognized. More details, including how to sign up or 
donate, can be found on Asher’s team page for the event.

9. YOU MATTER 5K & BIKE RIDE – The Pregnancy Resource Clinic (PRC), a local ministry providing free pregnancy, 
parenting, and family support services, invites the community to its annual You Matter 5K Run/Walk & 10-Mile Bike Ride 
on Saturday, September 27, at 848 Science Park Rd, State College. Registration begins at 7:45 a.m., with bikers and 
“rockers” (yes, participants can join by sitting in a rocking chair!) starting at 9:00 a.m., followed five minutes later by 
runners and walkers. Over 400 participants are expected, and every registration helps support PRC’s mission to show 
that each life matters.
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10. SINGLES RETREAT 30+ – Registration is now open for the 2026 Ancient Faith Singles’ Retreat at Antiochian 
Village in Bolivar, PA, taking place this January 15-18. This long weekend is designed for Orthodox Christian singles 
age 30 and up, featuring services, speaker sessions, fellowship, trivia, games, speed dating, and time to relax. Last 
year’s gathering drew over 130 participants from across the country, with a nearly even balance of men and women. 
Don’t miss the opportunity to connect with other Orthodox singles in a vibrant and faithful setting!

11. STAY CONNECTED – If you or someone you know would like to meet with Fr. Alexander, you can call or text the 
parish number at (814) 862-8694 or use the online form on the parish website, orthodoxclearfield.org. Appointments are 
available throughout the week, tailored to your schedule and needs. If illness prevents you from attending church, 
please inform Father so he can add you to the prayer list and arrange to bring the healing Sacraments to you if 
needed. In case of an emergency after hours, repeated phone calls will automatically bypass silent mode and connect 
you directly to Father.

______________________________________________

August Milestones

 Birthdays: Zachariah Cadman (August 1), Gregory Sidorick (August 2), Matthias Brelo (August 8), Janet Kalenish 
(August 13), John Harris (August 15), Gary Shaffer (August 16), Shane Lucas (August 21), Michael Parks, Sr. (August 
25), and Sally [Sara] Sidorick (August 28). 

 Anniversaries: Ben & Grace-Elisabeth Brelo (August 30).

Each month we will list the special days of parishioners in this section of the bulletin. Forgive any errors or omissions as this is still a work in 
progress. Please make sure we don’t miss your special day by emailing your information to info@orthodoxclearfield.org or checking your record
 here.

______________________________________________

Weekly Prayer List
Departed: Michael, Nicholas

Living: Metropolitan Onufriy, Igumen David, Deacon Christopher, Wanda, Ethan, Jennifer, Rick, Russell, Elizabeth, 
Cindy, Rodrick, Claudia, Claudiu, Robert (Bob), Jennifer, Isaiah, Monte, David, Thekla, Viktor, Sophia and the child she 
bears, Alexandra, Juliana, Francis, Agnes, Paul, Maksim, Nino and the Child Josephine born of her, Katherine and the 
child to be born of her, Meredith and the child to be born of her, Emma and the children to be born of her, Virginia,
 Marilyn, Andrei, Mark, Marian, Paul, Shane, Tatiana, John, Letitia, Camryn, Michael, Breea

To have you or your loved one(s) added to the parish's 40-day commemoration lists, please use the black (departed) and red (living) slips located 
in the Narthex of each Church, or contact Fr. Alexander directly. Persons are kept on the list for forty (40) days unless otherwise requested. 

______________________________________________

August Calendar
Click here to download the print version of the August 2025 Calendar.

______________________________________________

This e-mailing list is intended for occasional messages regarding parish services, events, and announcements of the united community of St. Michael 
Orthodox Church, 163 Hemlock Street in Irvona, PA (all events labeled “Irvona” are held here) and Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church, 151 
Alexander Street, in Madera, PA (all events labeled “Madera” are held here). If you would rather not receive these messages, simply reply to this e-
mail with "unsubscribe" in the subject line.
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