Subject: Announcements 08/10 — 08/16/2025 (Corrected)
Date: August 9, 2025 at 13:30
To: Ss. Mary and Michael Orthodox Parish announcements@orthodoxclearfield.org

From: Ss. Mary and Michael Orthodox Parish info@orthodoxclearfield.org & (@'9)

Editor’s Note: The announcement header for the upcoming Vesperal Divine Liturgy commemorating the Feast
of the Dormition indicated the incorrect day of the week. This revised version fixes this oversight. We apologize
for any inconvenience this may have caused.

Ss. Mary
and Michael
Orthodox Parish

St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church, Irvona
Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church, Madera
orthodoxclearfield.org * (814) 862-8694 « info@orthodoxclearfield.org

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tenth Week of Pentecost — Tone 8
Sunday, August 10 — Saturday, August 16, 2025

daily Scripture readings

Thou wast transfigured on the mountain, O Christ our God, showing to Thy disciples Thy glory as each one could
endure; shine forth Thou on us, who are sinners all, Thy light ever-unending. Through the prayers of the Theotokos. O
Light-giver, glory to Thee.

— Troparion of the Holy Transfiguration of Our Lord, God, and Saviour Jesus Christ

1. UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST download musical texts
Saturday, August 9

« Great Vespers, 6:00pm @ Madera
« Confessions, following

Sunday, August 10

o Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Madera
e Divine Liturgy, 9:30am

¢ Coffee Hour, following (Tammy S., sponsors)

DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS download musical texts
Thursday, August 14

« Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the Dormition*, 6:00pm @ Madera
« Blessing of Flowers, following

Friday, August 15

e 2025 Archdiocesan Family Retreat: The Image of God “Not Made by Hands” and the Image of
God in Creation, 5:00pm (through August 17) @ Camp Nazareth, Mercer, PA.
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TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST download musical texts
Saturday, August 16

o Great Vespers, 6:00pm @ Irvona
Sunday, August 17

e Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Irvona
e Divine Liturgy, 9:30am

« Coffee Hour, following (Parks, sponsors)

Thursday, August 21

¢ Planning Meeting for First Responders’ Luncheon, 6:00pm @ St. Mary's Hall

2. BLESSINGS ON THE FEAST - This Sunday, we will continue celebrating the Great Feast of the Transfiguration
of our Lord with the singing of the festal antiphons and the festal exclamation (entrance hymn) at the conclusion of the
Little Entrance. We will also hear the Epistle and Gospel reading appointed for the Feast of the Transfiguration because
of a late scheduling change last week. For those who were unable to have their fruit blessed last Tuesday night, you
may bring them to the Divine Liturgy on Sunday to have it blessed near the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. Joyous
Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord! S'prazdnikom!

3. GREAT FEAST THURSDAY NIGHT — The Feast of the Dormition (or "Falling-Asleep") of the Mother of God will be
celebrated with a Vesperal Divine Liturgy at 6:00 p.m. in Madera on the eve of the Feast, Thursday night, August 14.
Please make a holy effort to attend so we can celebrate this feast together, the last one of the ecclesiastical year! The
Dormition of the Theotokos commemorates not only the repose of the Mother of Jesus Christ but also the translation or
“assumption” of her body into Paradise. This was evidenced by her empty tomb and a sweet-smelling fragrance
discovered by the apostles the day after her death when St. Thomas, who arrived late, went to reverence her. For this
reason, Father will bless flowers and fragrant herbs for us to keep in our homes. The Blessing of Flowers, which has
been shown to be effective for healing family iliness and strife, will take place near the conclusion of the Vesperal
Liturgy.

4. PLANNING MEETING FOR FIRST RESPONDERS’ LUNCHEON - For National First Responders’ Day in October,
our parish will once again host police officers, firefighters, emergency medical technicians, and other public safety
officials for a brief prayer service followed by a luncheon. A planning meeting will be held Thursday, August 21 at 6:00
p-m. in St. Mary’s Hall in Madera to finalize the event date and coordinate outreach, including collecting the names of
fallen first responders to be remembered with a prayer of Memory Eternal during the molieben. Those interested in
volunteering for any part of the outreach or event preparation are encouraged to contact Greg Sidorick or Father
Alexander.

5. DORMITION FAST ALMSGIVING — During the Dormition Fast, our parish will be collecting monetary donations to
support underprivileged students in our immediate parish area, specifically within the Glendale Area and Moshannon
Valley School Districts. Donations may be placed in a specially marked envelope or noted as "Back-to-School Drive"
on your check. Contributions will be accepted through August 31. More details will be shared in the parish bulletin and
during announcements from the ambo.

6. ON THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION — At the 21st All-American Council held last month in Phoenix, His
Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon celebrated the Orthodox Church in America’s leadership in restoring the practice of
frequent reception of Holy Communion in the life of our parish. He did lament, however, that in some parts of our
Church the Sacrament of Confession is increasingly becoming unmoored from Holy Communion, especially as our
parishes continue to grow. As such, His Beatitude challenged us in his keynote address to confess to God in the
presence of our spiritual father as often as once a month. Our parish practice is to strongly encourage confession during
the four major fasting periods of the Church—Great Lent, Apostles’ Fast, Dormition Fast, and St. Philip’s (Advent) Fast
—as these are times when we abstain from certain foods to strengthen our resolve to abstain from sin. It is also good to
check in with your spiritual father outside of these periods as well. Please note that the absolute minimum for
membership in the parish is one confession per year during Great Lent; also, those who miss attending the Divine
Liturgy for more than three Sundays without arranging pastoral visitation or other accommodations should confess
before approaching the Chalice. If you have any questions regarding the Sacrament of Confession, or if you would like
to schedule a time to confess outside posted times, please see or contact Father. He is always willing to visit you or
make accommodations to fit your busy schedule.

7. LOOKING AHEAD: PENNSYLVANIA MARCH FOR LIFE — The annual Pennsylvania March for Life will take place
on the steps of the State Capitol in Harrisburg on Monday, September 22. Orthodox Christians from across the diocese
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are encouragea 10 atena as a winess 10 e sancuty o iife. ST. JONN e Bapust In Lanonspurg IS organizing a ous Tor
those in the Pittsburgh area; registration is open through August 24, and details are available here. However, since
Clearfield County is outside that route, those from our parish who are interested in attending should speak with Fr.
Alexander about traveling directly to Harrisburg with him. We hope to arrive by 11:00 a.m. to join the Orthodox gathering
and the short prayer service following the march, which will be led by Fr. Alexander. If you are considering going, please
let him know so we can coordinate travel.

8. STAY CONNECTED - If you or someone you know would like to meet with Fr. Alexander, you can call or text the
parish number at (814) 862-8694 or use the online form on the parish website, orthodoxclearfield.org. Appointments are
available throughout the week, tailored to your schedule and needs. If illness prevents you from attending church,
please inform Father so he can add you to the prayer list and arrange to bring the healing Sacraments to you if
needed. In case of an emergency after hours, repeated phone calls will automatically bypass silent mode and connect
you directly to Father.

August Milestones

“i Birthdays: Zachariah Cadman (August 1), Gregory Sidorick (August 2), Matthias Brelo (August 8), Janet Kalenish

(August 13), John Harris (August 15), Gary Shaffer (August 16), Shane Lucas (August 21), Michael Parks, Sr. (August
25), and Sally [Sara] Sidorick (August 28).

. Anniversaries: Ben & Grace-Elisabeth Brelo (August 30).

Each month we will list the special days of parishioners in this section of the bulletin. Forgive any errors or omissions as this is still a work in
progress. Please make sure we don’t miss your special day by emailing your information to info@orthodoxclearfield.org or checking your record
here.

Weekly Prayer List

Departed: Archpriest Paul, Michael, Nicholas

Living: Metropolitan Onufriy, Igumen David, Deacon Christopher, Wanda, Rick, Russell, Elizabeth, Rodrick, Claudia,
Claudiu, Robert (Bob), Jennifer, Nicholas, John, Isaiah, Monte, David, Thekla, Viktor, Sophia and the child she bears,
Alexandra, Juliana, Francis, Agnes, Paul, Maksim, Nino and the Child Josephine born of her, Katherine and the child to
be born of her, Meredith and the child to be born of her, Emma and the children to be born of her, Virginia, Marilyn,
Andrei, Mark, Marian, Paul, Shane, Tatiana, John, Letitia, Camryn, Michael, Breea

To have you or your loved one(s) added to the parish's 40-day commemoration lists, please use the black (departed) and red (living) slips located
in the Narthex of each Church, or contact Fr. Alexander directly. Persons are kept on the list for forty (40) days unless otherwise requested.

August Calendar

Click here to download the print version of the August 2025 Calendar.

* to take Holy Communion on a weeknight, begin your absolute fast (i.e., no food or drink) by noon, unless directed otherwise by your spiritual father.

This e-mailing list is intended for occasional messages regarding parish services, events, and announcements of the united community of St. Michael
Orthodox Church, 163 Hemlock Street in Irvona, PA (all events labeled “Irvona” are held here) and Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church, 151
Alexander Street, in Madera, PA (all events labeled “Madera” are held here). If you would rather not receive these messages, simply reply to this e-
mail with "unsubscribe" in the subject line.
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