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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Ninth Week of Pentecost — Tone 7

Sunday, August 3 – Saturday, August 9, 2025
daily Scripture readings 

And while [Peter] was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the 
cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!”

 — The Gospel of St. Matthew (17:5), read for the Feast of the Transfiguration on Tuesday night

1. UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST    download musical texts
Saturday, August 2

Great Vespers, 6:00pm @ Irvona
Confessions, following

Sunday, August 3

Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Irvona
Divine Liturgy, 9:30am 
Monthly Panikhida for August, following

Coffee Hour, following (Mandells, sponsors) 

___________________________________

Monday, August 4

Registration Deadline for the Archdiocesan Family Retreat: The Image of God in Creation, August 
15-17 @ Camp Nazareth in Mercer, PA. Learn more at https://ocadwpa.org/familyretreat.

 THE HOLY TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST     download musical texts
Tuesday, August 5

Vesperal Divine Liturgy*, 6:00pm @ Irvona
Blessing of Fruit, following 

___________________________________

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST    download musical texts
Saturday, August 9

Great Vespers, 6:00pm @ Madera
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Great Vespers, 6:00pm @ Madera
Confessions, following

Sunday, August 10

Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Madera
Divine Liturgy, 9:30am 

Coffee Hour, following (Tammy S., sponsors) 

___________________________________

DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS   download musical texts 
Thursday, August 14

Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the Dormition*, 6:00pm @ Madera
Blessing of Flowers, following

2. AUGUST PANIKHIDA THIS SUNDAY – This Sunday, August 3, our parish will serve a memorial for all the members 
of our extended parish family who reposed during the month of August. Father is collecting a list of names, so please be 
sure to email him or use the black commemoration slips that are located in the Narthex if you have any additions or 
corrections to the diptychs he is compiling. Memory eternal!

3. GREAT FEAST MONDAY NIGHT – The Feast of the Holy Transfiguration of our Lord God and Savior Jesus 
Christ will be commemorated with the celebration of Vesperal Divine Liturgy at 6:00pm* in Irvona (note location change 
from last week’s bulletin) on Tuesday, August 5. Following the liturgy, Fr. Alexander will bless your baskets of fruit in 
celebration of the abundance of God's creation. Let us all give glory to Jesus Christ, who always seeks to reveal His 
countenance to us as far as we can bear it.

4. DORMITION FAST CONTINUES – The Dormition Fast began Friday, August 1, marking the last of the four fasting 
periods of the church year, which ends with the Feast of the Dormition on August 15. As with any fast, it is a period of 
preparation for a feast that holds significant emphasis in the Church’s life, and one of the four periods of the 
ecclesiastical year when Orthodox Christians are strongly encouraged to confess. In this case, it is the “falling asleep” of 
Mary, the Mother of God. During this sacred time, we witness her translation from life through death to life eternal, 
preparing us for our own repose and reception into the Kingdom of God, embraced in the arms of Christ as depicted in 
the festal icon. For those keeping the fast, the regimen is similar to that of Great Lent. There is a dispensation for fish 
for the Feast of the Transfiguration (August 6), which we will celebrate with a Vesperal Divine Liturgy on Tuesday, 
August 5*, and on the feasts of St. Herman and St. Tikhon on August 9 and 13, respectively. Contact Father Alexander 
if you have any questions about this fast or about fasting in general, or if you would like to schedule a confession 
outside the posted times. Blessings!

5. DORMITION FAST ALMSGIVING – During the Dormition Fast, our parish will be collecting monetary donations to 
support underprivileged students in our immediate parish area, specifically within the Glendale Area and Moshannon 
Valley School Districts. Donations may be placed in a specially marked envelope or noted as "Back-to-School Drive" 
on your check. Contributions will be accepted through August 31. More details will be shared in the parish bulletin and 
during announcements from the ambo.

6. ARCHDIOCESAN FAMILY RETREAT: DEADLINE EXTENDED – There’s still space available for 5 family units for 
our Archdiocese’s first-ever Family Retreat at Camp Nazareth, taking place Friday evening through Sunday afternoon,
 August 15-17. Open to all ages, this special weekend will include Divine Services, spiritual enrichment, family-friendly 
activities, and time for fellowship and fun. The theme is “The Image of God ‘Not Made by Hands’ and the Image of 
God in Creation.” The cost is $250 per half cabin (up to 16 beds), including all meals and activities. Multiple families 
are welcome to share a cabin together at the same low rate, making it an affordable and meaningful time away. 
Registration will remain open at ocadwpa.org/familyretreat through Monday, August 4. If you have questions or are 
considering attending, please contact Father Alexander.

7. LOOKING AHEAD: PENNSYLVANIA MARCH FOR LIFE – The annual Pennsylvania March for Life will take place 
on the steps of the State Capitol in Harrisburg on Monday, September 22. Orthodox Christians from across the diocese 
are encouraged to attend as a witness to the sanctity of life. St. John the Baptist in Canonsburg is organizing a bus for 
those in the Pittsburgh area; registration is open through August 24, and details are available here. However, since 
Clearfield County is outside that route, those from our parish who are interested in attending should speak with Fr. 
Alexander about traveling directly to Harrisburg with him. We hope to arrive by 11:00 a.m. to join the Orthodox gathering 
and the short prayer service following the march, which will be led by Fr. Alexander. If you are considering going, please 
let him know so we can coordinate travel.
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8. STAY CONNECTED – If you or someone you know would like to meet with Fr. Alexander, you can call or text the 
parish number at (814) 862-8694 or use the online form on the parish website, orthodoxclearfield.org. Appointments are 
available throughout the week, tailored to your schedule and needs. If illness prevents you from attending church, 
please inform Father so he can add you to the prayer list and arrange to bring the healing Sacraments to you if 
needed. In case of an emergency after hours, repeated phone calls will automatically bypass silent mode and connect 
you directly to Father.

______________________________________________

August Milestones

 Birthdays: Zachariah Cadman (August 1), Gregory Sidorick (August 2), Matthias Brelo (August 8), Janet Kalenish 
(August 13), John Harris (August 15), Gary Shaffer (August 16), Shane Lucas (August 21), Michael Parks, Sr. (August 
25), and Sally [Sara] Sidorick (August 28). 

 Anniversaries: Ben & Grace-Elisabeth Brelo (August 30).

Each month we will list the special days of parishioners in this section of the bulletin. Forgive any errors or omissions as this is still a work in 
progress. Please make sure we don’t miss your special day by emailing your information to info@orthodoxclearfield.org or checking your record
 here.

______________________________________________

Weekly Prayer List
Departed: Archpriest Paul, Nicholas

Living: Metropolitan Onufriy, Igumen David, Deacon Christopher, Wanda, Rodrick, Claudia, Claudiu, Robert (Bob), 
Jennifer, Nicholas, John, Isaiah, Monte, Dionisia, Labrini, David, Thekla, Viktor, Sophia and the child she bears, 
Alexandra, Juliana, Francis, Agnes, Paul, Maksim, Nino and the Child Josephine born of her, Katherine and the child to 
be born of her, Meredith and the child to be born of her, Emma and the children to be born of her, Virginia, Marilyn,
 Andrei, Mark, Marian, Paul, Shane, Tatiana, John, Letitia, Camryn, Michael, Breea

To have you or your loved one(s) added to the parish's 40-day commemoration lists, please use the black (departed) and red (living) slips located 
in the Narthex of each Church, or contact Fr. Alexander directly. Persons are kept on the list for forty (40) days unless otherwise requested. 

______________________________________________

August Calendar
Click here to download the print version of the August 2025 Calendar.

______________________________________________

* to take Holy Communion on a weeknight, begin your absolute fast (i.e., no food or drink) by noon, unless directed otherwise by your spiritual father.

This e-mailing list is intended for occasional messages regarding parish services, events, and announcements of the united community of St. Michael 
Orthodox Church, 163 Hemlock Street in Irvona, PA (all events labeled “Irvona” are held here) and Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church, 151 
Alexander Street, in Madera, PA (all events labeled “Madera” are held here). If you would rather not receive these messages, simply reply to this e-
mail with "unsubscribe" in the subject line.
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