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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Week of the Prodigal Son — Tone 1

Sunday, February 16 – Saturday, February 22, 2025
daily Scripture readings 

"All our attention must be centered on the parable of the Prodigal Son. We all see ourselves in it as in a mirror. In a few 
words the Lord, the knower of hearts, has shown in the person of one man how the deceptive sweetness of sin separates 
us from the truly sweet life according to God. He knows how the burden of sin on the soul and body, experienced by us, 

impels us by the action of divine grace to return, and how it actually does turn many again to God, to a virtuous life."

—  St. John of Kronstadt

1. UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS

SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON   download musical texts  
Saturday, February 15

Great Vespers, 6:00pm @ Irvona
Confessions, following 

Sunday, February 16

Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Irvona
Divine Liturgy, 9:30am 

Joint Church Councils’ Meeting and 
Coffee Hour, following (Parks, sponsors)

___________________________________

SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT (Meatfare Sunday)   download musical texts  
Saturday, February 22

Catechesis, 4:30pm @ Madera

Great Vespers, 6:00pm @ Madera
Confessions, following 

Sunday, February 23

Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Madera
Divine Liturgy, 9:30am 

"Meat Fair" Potluck, following
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2. JOINT COUNCILS’ MEETING AND STRATEGIC PLANNING SURVEY – In preparation for our Joint Church 
Councils’ Meeting this Sunday following the Divine Liturgy in Irvona, a survey was emailed to you on Monday to 
gather your thoughts ahead of the discussion. Your feedback will help our leaders determine the most effective activities 
and timeline for strategic planning. It is not too late to participate by clicking on this link. Please have your thoughts 
shared by the end of the day today, Saturday, February 15, so responses can be compiled before the meeting. Since 
this meeting will take place in an open setting at St. Michael’s Hall, non-Council members who wish to contribute will be 
encouraged to share their feedback at the end of the meeting, rather than interjecting during deliberations. Thank you in 
advance for your participation and insights as we work together toward a fruitful strategic plan!

3. MEAT “FAIR” POTLUCK NEXT SUNDAY – Our parish community will hold a "Meat Fair” Potluck at St. Mary’s Hall 
in Madera in place of our regular Coffee Hour on Meatfare Sunday, February 23—the last day Orthodox Christians 
traditionally eat meat before Pascha. A sign-up sheet will be shared later this week to ensure a good variety of favorite 
dishes. (Please note that this upcoming week is the final regular fasting week before Pascha, with meat and dairy 
excluded only on Wednesday and Friday.)

4. UPDATE ON MICHAEL EUGENE – Thank you for your continued prayers for Michael Eugene Sidorick, son of 
Mike and Sally, as he navigates this difficult time. By God’s grace, his heart remains stable, but his pacemaker battery 
needs replacement, which cannot be done until his blood pressure stabilizes. Please pray for this so he can undergo 
the necessary procedures and eventually receive outpatient care, including dialysis. We give thanks to God that Michael 
has been reunited with the Orthodox Church and that his serious lung infection has cleared—glory be to Jesus Christ! 
However, due to ongoing hospital care, the risk of new infections remains. Please continue to pray for his healing, 
protection, and strength, entrusting him to the mercy of our Lord, the true Great and Holy Physician. Lord, have mercy!

5. UPDATE ON MATTHIAS RAPHAEL – Six-month-old Matthias Brelo’s heart continues to grow stronger, and his 
medical team now believes he may not need a transplant. His status on the transplant list has been lowered to level 7, 
meaning he is no longer considered a priority, as his own heart may be his best option. During his recent mechanical 
heart pump turn-down, doctors were even able to briefly turn it off, and some remarked they had never seen such a 
healthy heart at this stage. While further tests, including a heart catheterization, are needed to confirm his progress, 
Matthias’ family is overwhelmed with joy and gratitude for this unexpected development. Please continue praying for his 
heart to grow in strength, for wisdom for his medical team, and for God’s perfect timing in every step ahead. Glory to 
God for all things!

6. SAVE THE DATE – With the full support of our Church Councils, the annual parish Lenten Retreat will take place on
 Saturday, March 29, in Irvona, featuring Very Rev. Protopresbyter Stephen Loposky as the keynote speaker. This 
year’s retreat will focus on the Divine Liturgy, exploring the beautiful traditions and actions we share in worship and 
their deeper meaning. Fr. Stephen, ordained in 1998, served as a parish priest for 11 years before becoming 
Administrator of Camp Nazareth in 2009 and later the Director of Youth for the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox 
Diocese. Living at Camp with his wife, Pani Daria, and their four children, he has dedicated years to helping youth and 
families deepen their understanding of Orthodox life and worship. In addition to his keynote sessions, the daylong 
retreat will extend through Sunday, featuring activities for the whole family, including first confessions for some of 
the parish’s youth and a Proskomide demonstration before Sunday’s Liturgy. Opportunities for fellowship and 
discussion will be woven throughout the day. The retreat is open to all, with further details to be announced in the 
coming weeks.

7. ARCHDIOCESAN RETREAT MARCH 1 – With the blessing of His Eminence, an Archdiocesan Retreat for clergy 
and laity will be held on Saturday, March 1, 2025. The retreat will feature Fr. Victor Gorodenchuk, Dean of St. 
Stephen’s Cathedral in Philadelphia, as the guest speaker. Fr. Victor will speak on the topic: “The Book of Job: Suffering 
and Victory of Christ over Satan.” The will begin at 10am with prayer, followed by two sessions, lunch, and a conclusion 
by 3pm. John Harris is coordinating transportation for anyone who would like to travel to the retreat with fellow 
parishioners. Please see John or contact Fr. Alexander if you have questions or wish to travel with our group.

8. SUPPORT OUR SCHOLARSHIP FUND DRIVE – Our parish continues working toward our goal of raising $10,000 to 
establish an endowed scholarship fund through the Clearfield County Charitable Foundation. This fund will provide 
need-based scholarships each year to graduating seniors in the Glendale and Moshannon Valley School Districts who 
have demonstrated a care for others in our immediate community. In keeping with our resolution at the last annual 
meeting, we will continue soliciting donations through the Sunday of the Last Judgment, when the Gospel reminds us to 
care for the least of our brethren. If the full endowment amount is not reached, our Church Councils will still work with 
the school districts to award scholarships directly. Thank you for your generosity in helping us invest in the future of our 
local students.

9. HOME BLESSINGS CONTINUE – Following the Great Feast of Theophany, all members, inquirers, and visitors are 
invited to have their homes blessed, dedicating their dwellings to God’s glory and purpose. To schedule a blessing, 
please indicate your general availability using this online form or contact Fr. Alexander directly via by email or text. He 
will follow up with a specific date and time. In preparation, please ensure your home is brightly lit and have a bowl and 
candle ready (if available). Father will bring everything else. If you haven’t scheduled yet, please do so as soon as 
possible, so blessings can be completed before Great Lent begins (March 3).

10. SPRING YOUNG ADULT RETREAT – Our Archdiocese is pleased to cosponsor the upcoming Spring Young 
Adult Retreat along with the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh Y2AM, the Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese, 
and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA. This retreat will take place at beautiful Camp Nazareth in Mercer, PA, 
and is open to young adults ages 18-35. Father Timothy Paproski will lead participants in an enriching weekend 
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and is open to young adults ages 18-35. Father Timothy Paproski will lead participants in an enriching weekend 
exploring the theme Living the Liturgy—why the Divine Liturgy is central to Orthodox spiritual life and how we can live 
and share it beyond the church walls. For more information or to register, click here.  

11. LENTEN “MISSION” SERVICE SCHEDULE – The Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers (1st Sunday of Lent) for our 
region will be held at Christ the Saviour Cathedral (300 Garfield St., Johnstown) on Sunday, March 9, at 4:00pm, 
followed by a Lenten meal. The Archdiocesan Lenten Vespers (3rd Sunday) is scheduled for Sunday, March 23, at 
5:00pm at Allison Park Cathedral. Our Deanery is exploring the possibility of Lenten "Mission" Vespers on the 2nd, 4th, 
and 5th Sunday evenings of Lent, with our parish and St. Nicholas Church in DuBois offering to host two of the three. A 
third host is still being sought. Regardless of whether these additional services take place, there will be a Deanery-wide 
gathering on Monday, April 7, at St. John’s in Black Lick for a Presanctified Liturgy marking the 100th anniversary of 
the repose of St. Tikhon, Patriarch of Moscow. Please keep the planning of these services and the safe travel of all 
participants in prayer, and join as you are able!

12. STAY CONNECTED – If you or someone you know would like to meet with Fr. Alexander, you can call or text the 
parish number at (814) 862-8694 or use the online form on the parish website, orthodoxclearfield.org. Appointments are 
available throughout the week, tailored to your schedule and needs. If illness prevents you from attending church, 
please inform Father so he can add you to the prayer list and arrange to bring the healing Sacraments to you if 
needed. In case of an emergency after hours, repeated phone calls will automatically bypass silent mode and connect 
you directly to Father.

______________________________________________

February Milestones

 Birthdays: Mka. Jennifer Cadman (February 7), Vladimir Sidorick (February 12), Jonathan and Kennadie Kalenish 
(February 15), Aleksei Sidorick (February 21), Paul Bihun (February 24), Michael Parks, Jr. (February 26), Bridgett 
Sidorick (February 27), and Christian Stodart (February 27)

Each month we will list the special days of parishioners in this section of the bulletin. Forgive any errors or omissions as this is still a work in 
progress. Please make sure we don’t miss your special day by emailing your information to info@orthodoxclearfield.org or checking your record
 here.

______________________________________________

Prayer List
Departed: Alexsandra, Olivia, Hunter, Harley, Luke (Lewis), Archbishop Anastasios, Sharon, Matushka Susanne,
 Blessed Matushka Olga

Living: Metropolitan Onufriy, Igumen David, Archpriest Michael, Michael Eugene, Janet, Evan, James, Alissa and the 
child she bears, Stephanie, Nadia, Matthew, Patricia, Catherine, Christine, Zachariah, Basil, Mary, David, Michael, Child 
Matthias, Benjamin, Grace Elisabeth, Child Elijah, Thekla, Joseph, Sophia and the child she bears, Alexandra, Juliana, 
Francis, Agnes, Paul, Maksim, Lucy and the Child Phoebe Clair newly born of her, Alexis and the child she bears, 
Virginia, Marilyn, Andrei, Mark, Marian, David, Paul, Shane, Tatiana, Catechumen Anzen, Robert

To have you or your loved one(s) added to the parish's 40-day commemoration lists, please use the black (departed) and red (living) slips located 
in the Narthex of each Church, or contact Fr. Alexander directly. Persons are kept on the list for forty (40) days unless otherwise requested.

______________________________________________

February Calendar
Click here to download the February Calendar.

______________________________________________

This e-mailing list is intended for occasional messages regarding parish services, events, and announcements of the united community of St. Michael 
Orthodox Church, 163 Hemlock Street in Irvona, PA (all events labeled “Irvona” are held here) and Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church, 151 
Alexander Street, in Madera, PA (all events labeled “Madera” are held here). If you would rather not receive these messages, simply reply to this e-
mail with "unsubscribe" in the subject. 
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