From: Ss. Mary and Michael Orthodox Parish info@orthodoxclearfield.org &
Subject: Announcements 11/17 — 11/23/2024
Date: November 16, 2024 at 15:00
To: Ss. Mary and Michael Orthodox Parish announcements@orthodoxclearfield.org

Ss. Mary
and Michael
Orthodox Parish

St. Michael the Archangel Orthodox Church, Irvona
Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church, Madera
orthodoxclearfield.org « (814) 862-8694 « info@orthodoxclearfield.org

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Twenty-Second Week of Pentecost — Tone 4
Sunday, November 17 — Saturday, November 23, 2024

daily Scripture readings

1. UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST download musical texts
Saturday, November 16

« Great Vespers, 6:00pm @ Madera
« Confessions, following

Sunday, November 17

e Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Madera
« Divine Liturgy, 9:30am EST

« Monthly Panikhida for November, ~11:15am view names

« Coffee Hour (Bridgett S. & Olivia S., sponsors) and
« Cemetery Committee Meeting, folowing

ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS INTO THE TEMPLE download musical texts
Wednesday, November 20

« Vesperal Divine Liturgy,* 6:00pm @ Madera

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST download musical texts
Saturday, November 23

« Forty-Day Memorial for Frank Bakaysa, 5:30pm @ Irvona
« Great Vespers, 6:00pm
« Confessions, following

Sunday, November 24

o Third and Sixth Hours, 9:10am @ Irvona
« Divine Liturgy, 9:30am
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« Lenten Potluck and the Parish Annual Meeting, following

2. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING NEXT SUNDAY — The 2024 Annual Meeting of St. Michael the Archangel Church in
Irvona and Nativity of the Theotokos Church in Madera will take place following the Divine Liturgy at St. Michael’s Hall
NEXT SUNDAY, November 24 during a Lenten potluck (please see the sign-up sheet). Please view the 2024 Annual
Report—which will be emailed separately this weekend and mailed to those without email addresses this week. The
report features information about each church’s finances, budgets, and the reciprocal resolutions that are being
presented. Each Church Council determined that a quorum equating to a third of each church’s voting membership is
required to conduct business. If you are over 18 years of age and have fulfilled your annual offering of confession and
communion at Ss. Mary and Michael’s this past Lent and Pascha, you are likely eligible to vote; please stay for the
meeting.

3. SIGN-UP FOR NEXT WEEK’S LENTEN POTLUCK - To enjoy a Lenten lunch together for the first Sunday of the
Advent Fast, a potluck meal will take place in St. Michael’s Hall next Sunday following the 9:30am Divine Liturgy in
Irvona. After the food is blessed and everyone has gotten a plate, the Annual Meeting for St. Michael's and Nativity of
the Theotokos Churches will convene. If you haven’t done so already, please sign-up in advance so that we will have
a nice variety of Lenten dishes.

4. NOVEMBER PANIKHIDA THIS SUNDAY - The November Panikhida, originally scheduled for the first Sunday of the
month, will now be held this Sunday, November 17. If you haven’t yet submitted your memorials for November, please
email them to Fr. Alexander or use the black commemoration slips located in the narthex of St. Mary’s. (Please use an
asterisk to denote the non-Orthodox.) The updated list of parish diptychs can be reviewed here.

Additionally, on Saturday, November 23, we will celebrate a forty-day memorial for our beloved Frank Bakaysa at 5:30
p.m., immediately preceding the 6:00 p.m. Great Vespers service in Irvona. May their memories be eternal!

5. GREAT FEAST THIS WEEK - This Wednesday evening, November 20, we have the opportunity to celebrate one of
the Twelve Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church: The Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple. The hymns for this
feast reflect on the dedication of Mary, the Mother of God, to a life of service to God in and around the Jerusalem
Temple. This feast foretells the blessings God has prepared for humanity and the promise of Christ's coming—He who
took flesh from Mary to become fully human like us. The Vesperal Divine Liturgy* will begin at 6:00 p.m. in Madera.
Spraznikom! Blessings on the Feast!

6. PREPARING FOR THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST — On November 15, the forty-day Nativity Fast (Apostle Philip’s Fast)
began. With the exception of Thanksgiving, the Church invites you to refrain from meat and dairy products until the
Feast of the Nativity of Christ on December 25. Fish is permitted on several feast days (such as St. Nicholas and St.
Herman) and on weekends, up until the final week before Christmas. Please remember that fasting should always been
done in consultation and with the guidance of a spiritual father. In addition to fasting, we are called to focus on
confession and almsgiving (see below) as part of our spiritual preparation for the Nativity of Christ. The Nativity Fast is
one of the four main times when those who regularly partake of the Eucharist are encouraged to make a confession.
Confessions are available on Saturday evenings, before services (please contact Father in advance), and by
appointment. May you have good strength for the fast ahead!

7. GIVING WITH JOY THIS NATIVITY FAST - This Advent, we have opportunities to donate to both the local food bank
and our parish’s newly established scholarship fund. Our two councils have set a goal to raise a combined $10,000 by
February for a new fund managed by the Clearfield Area Charitable Foundation. The Foundation will work with our
councils to establish eligibility criteria for the scholarship, which will support graduating seniors in our area. Donations to
the scholarship fund can be made by placing cash contributions in a specially marked envelope or by check, with
"Scholarship Fund" indicated on the envelope or in the memo line of the check. Contributions can also be made online
via the “Scholarship Fund” dropdown menu. Thank you in advance for your support. Your generosity will provide food
for those in need and create opportunities for local students to pursue their dreams.

8. PARISHIONERS PRAYED FOR AT MATUSHKA OLGA’S GRAVE - On November 16, as part of the solemn and
joyous occasion of uncovering the Holy Relics of Blessed Arrsamquq (Olga)—soon to be glorified as St. Olga,
Matushka of All Alaska and North America—His Grace Bishop Alexei and his fellow clergy in Kwethluk, Alaska prayed
for the names of those gathered from across North America. Following the celebration of a panikhida, her grave was
uncovered while the Gospel was read continuously, and the names of all our parish members and inquirers—living and
recently departed—were prayerfully offered for Blessed Olga’s holy intercessions before our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

We are deeply grateful for the opportunity to have our parishioners commemorated alongside many others from the
Orthodox Church in America, joining in spiritual unity with the Diocese of Alaska on this historic occasion. Through the
prayers of Blessed Matushka Olga, soon to be canonized as a saint, O Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and save
us!

9. STEWARDS OF THE OCA SUNDAY - Please support the work of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA) by
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becoming a Steward of the OCA. Your contributions directly fund OCA ministries and departments that provide essential
resources such as downloadable liturgical music, clergy support, mission planting grants, church school curriculum, and
the “Thriving in Ministry” program for clergy. New projects are planned for 2025. With the blessing of His Beatitude
Metropolitan Tikhon, a special collection will be taken following the Divine Liturgy this Sunday, November 17, during the
veneration of the Cross. To participate, you may place your check or cash in the collection basket held by an altar
server. Donations can also be made through the OCA website. Thank you for your consideration!

10. LOOKING AHEAD TO DECEMBER - This December, our parish will hold Daily Vespers for the Forefeast of the
Nativity of Christ each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s in Madera. These services, typically celebrated in the days
leading up to the Eve of the Nativity, will help us prepare spiritually for the “Winter Pascha,” the joyous twelve-day
celebration of Christmas. Confessions will be heard at 5:00 p.m. before each service. After Vespers, we’ll enjoy
refreshments and a discussion group exploring the late Fr. Thomas Hopko’s essay on what defines a parish. This series
serves as a follow-up to our 2024 Lenten Retreat and as preparation for Strategic Planning to be held throughout 2025.
Join us in prayer, reflection, and fellowship as we journey together toward the Nativity of our Lord. All are welcome!

11. STAY CONNECTED - If you or someone you know would like to meet with Fr. Alexander, you can call or text the
parish number at (814) 862-8694 or use the online form on the parish website, orthodoxclearfield.org. Appointments are
available throughout the week, tailored to your schedule and needs. If iliness prevents you from attending church,
please inform Father so he can add you to the prayer list and arrange to bring the healing Sacraments to you if
needed. In case of an emergency after hours, repeated phone calls will automatically bypass silent mode and connect
you directly to Father.

Your Stewardship
Stewardship
Date Location Offering® Year-To-Date
Nov. 10, 2024 Irvona $7,523 $42,228
Nov. 3, 2024 Madera $7,800 $43,123
Budgeted Goals: $2,200 $55,000
weekly annually

November Milestones

“i Birthdays: Sdn. Matthew Yarnell (November 9), Riley Gabriel Stodart (November 18), James Sawyer (November
23), Michael Sidorick (November 23), Grace-Elisabeth Brelo (November 26), and Michael Thomas (November 28).

Each month we will list the special days of parishioners in this section of the bulletin. Forgive any errors or omissions as this is still a work in
progress. Please make sure we don’t miss your special day by emailing your information to info@orthodoxclearfield.org or checking your record
here.

Prayer List
Departed: Frank, Archbishop Peter, Blessed Matushka Olga

Living: Metropolitan Onufriy, Igumen David, Patricia, Philip, Thekla, Kristen, Catherine, Zachariah, John, Joseph,
James, Thomas, Thomas, Jane, Melvin, Barb, Meg, Christopher Patrick, Basil, Doug, Basil, Michael, Mary, Ignatius,
Child Emmanuella, Sophia and the child she bears, Alexandra, Juliana, Francis, Agnes, Paul, Maksim, Anya and the
Child Michael Ephraim newly born of her, Lucy and the child she bears, Virginia, Marilyn, Andrei, Mark, Marian, David,
Paul, Michael, Shane, Tatiana, Anzen, Ethan, Abigail, Giana, Phyllis, Bob, Michael, Marion, Robert, Nadia

To have you or your loved one(s) added to the parish's 40-day commemoration lists, please use the black (departed) and red (living) slips located
in the Narthex of each Church, or contact Fr. Alexander directly. Persons are kept on the list for forty (40) days unless otherwise requested.

* to receive Holy Communion on a weeknight, begin your absolute fast (i.e., no food or drink) by noon, unless directed otherwise by your spiritual
father.

1 Includes the Sunday offering on that date and all online donations made at orthodoxclearfield.org/give/ during the preceding 14 days. Contributions
to other funds (e.g., Building, Memorial, Charity, Candles) are excluded.
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This e-mailing list is intended for occasional messages regarding parish services, events, and announcements of the united community of St. Michael
Orthodox Church, 163 Hemlock Street in Irvona, PA (all events labeled “Irvona” are held here) and Nativity of the Theotokos Orthodox Church, 151
Alexander Street, in Madera, PA (all events labeled “Madera” are held here). If you would rather not receive these messages, simply reply to this e-
mail with "unsubscribe" in the subject.






